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Association News 
 
WSRI Requests Suggested Research Projects 
 
The Wood Supply Research Institute (WSRI) is now accepting suggestions from members and others for research projects 
focused on improving the efficiency, productivity, profitability, or business relationships within the wood fiber supply 
chain. 
 
WRSI Chairman Danny Norman noted, “WSRI logger, landowner, and wood consuming company members are 
committed to seeking better ways of cooperatively improving the productivity and efficiency of the wood fiber supply 
chain operations to guarantee the continued existence of a U.S.- based forest and paper industry.” 
 
WSRI Executive Director Jim Fendig requested that the suggestions for research projects adhere to the following 
guidelines: 
 
• Be brief, consisting of three paragraphs with the first paragraph establishing background information for project 
consideration. 
 
• The second paragraph should state expected project deliverables. 
 
• The third paragraph should state how final project data might be used. 
 
Please submit your suggested research projects to the WSRI executive director, fendig@bellsouth.net, by January 15, 
2015. 
 
WSRI is a joint project of professional loggers, forest landowners, wood consuming mills, educators, and manufacturers 
that facilitates and funds research to promote and improve efficiency in the wood supply system. 
 
Moist Mixed-Conifer Publication 
 
The Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station recently published The Ecology and Management of Moist Mixed-
Conifer Forests in Eastern Oregon and Washington: A Synthesis of the Relevant Biophysical Science and Implications for 
Future Land Management. 
 
The report reviews existing moist mixed-conifer (MMC) research across multiple natural resource issues. It also contains 
information on the current wood processing infrastructure and capacity for forest restoration and on biomass utilization. 
 
You can request printed copies by emailing pnw_pnwpubs@fs.fed.us or calling (503) 261-1211 and referencing “PNW-
GTR-897.” 
 
AFRC Supports Vilsack’s Fire Plan 
 
In August, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack released a report, The Rising Cost of Fire Operations: Effects on the 
Forest Service’s Non-Fire Work. The AFRC came out in support of this report. 
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“This is an excellent recount of how the Forest Service has gone from a land management agency to a firefighting agency. 
One has to only look at this year’s fire season to realize that even though slightly over 3,000,000 acres were burned, 
the Forest Service spent its entire fire budget (42 percent of their total budget) on extinguishing their portions of those 
wildfires. Less forest treatments are taking place on the ground and the fires that are occurring are more catastrophic in 
size, severity, and cost. 
 
“The agency is out of balance on its priorities and focus on managing their forest lands. They have gone from the Forest 
Service to the Fire Service. Secretary Vilsack and his staff understand that something has to change to turn this trend 
around to once again let foresters manage the land rather than fire. 
 
View the full report at www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/media/2014/34/nr-firecostimpact-082014.pdf.


